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A VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

Recommendations for a More Effective Coordinated Community Response

to Domestic Violence in Maryland

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PRIORITIES
Domestic violence is a pattern of coercive behavior characterized by the power and control of one person over another, usually an intimate partner, through physical, psychological, emotional, verbal, sexual, and/or economic abuse.  

Domestic violence is a serious crime.  A comprehensive response to domestic abuse must provide protection and safety for victims while holding abusers accountable, address psychological and emotional injuries to victims as well as physical ones, and empower victims by diminishing trauma and restoring self-confidence, self-sufficiency, and self-determination.

The priorities listed below are taken from the longer document: A Vision for the Future: Recommendations for a More Effective Coordinated Community Response to Domestic Violence in Maryland (May 2006). The Board of Directors of the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence (MNADV) created The Vision for the Future to provide direction and a proactive plan for change to improve domestic violence services and resources, enhance victim safety and empowerment, and increase abuser accountability.  

Direct Services
Each year, domestic violence programs throughout the state serve over 14,000 new clients, including providing counseling and advocacy to 21,000 victims, children and offenders and sheltering over 2,000 families.  Nonetheless, 1,000 victims in crisis were turned away from shelter due to the lack of available beds, many victims do not receive advocacy assistance to navigate the justice system and all programs ration counseling resources.

# 
Maintain and expand funding to provide adequate direct “core” services in comprehensive domestic violence programs in every county. These services include 24-hour hotlines, counseling for victims and abusers, emergency shelter, and advocacy services.  

# 
Expand access to legal representation for civil orders of protection, peace orders, and family law matters, including separation, divorce, custody, financial and child support.

# 
Fund and expand domestic violence “wrap-around” services to address self-sufficiency, including transitional and permanent housing, employment assistance, transportation, child care, and access to health care.

# 
Expand access to services and the capacity of domestic violence programs to provide appropriate, culturally competent, and bi-lingual services for underserved populations, including older adults, people with disabilities, people with limited English proficiency, immigrants, persons in same-sex relationships, children and teens, people living in rural areas, people in living in military communities, and male victims.  Also ensure that specially trained interpreters are available to programs, law enforcement, and criminal justice agencies. 

Collaboration and Coordination 

It is well documented that domestic violence impacts all systems in society. To this end, various systems must work together to reduce and prevent the cycle of violence within families. No one agency is capable of responding to EVERY need of a victim. A 911 operator should be trained to handle a domestic violence call. If the police are called to the scene, an officer should be trained to collect the appropriate evidence and properly interview those involved. A health care worker should screen for domestic violence. Ideally, 
ONE call for help should serve as a catalyst for a comprehensive system response. If done correctly, a community can: (1) significantly reduce the number of domestic violence related homicides; (2) promote consistency and collaboration among response systems; (3) enhance agency accountability for coordinated and effective intervention; (4) encourage development of a shared vision for reducing violence against women among justice system agencies and victim service providers; (5) promote increased arrests, convictions, sanctioning, education, and monitoring of offenders; (6) create formal and informal networks for communication and collaboration across systems; and (7) facilitate the implementation of “promising practices” that can effect policies as they are developed [NY State Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence; www.opdv.state.ny.us].

# 
Promote collaborations, cross-training, and screening, treatment and/or referral protocols that encompass substance abuse and mental health programs, health and public health care providers, child protective services, and groups serving special populations.

# 
Establish the Lethality Assessment Program in every jurisdiction and in every segment of the coordinated community response.

# 
Establish Domestic Violence Fatality Review Teams in every jurisdiction.

Training

Training for health care professionals and civil and criminal justice personnel is critical to ensure an appropriate response to victims and abusers.  Family violence creates 100,000 days of hospitalization, 30,000 emergency room visits, and 40,000 trips to the doctor’s office each year [Journal of the American Medical Association].  Screening by health care providers can identify victims and ensure appropriate treatment and referrals.  In 2004 there were 23,013 domestic violence-related offenses reported to the police [Maryland State Police, 2004 Uniform Crime Report].  In the same year, 23,627 petitions were filed in District Court for civil orders of protection and peace orders [Maryland Judiciary, Annual Statistical Abstract].  Responding to domestic violence as a serious crime, effective documentation and prosecution, and appropriate sentencing and monitoring will enhance victim safety and increase abuser accountability. 

# 
Train health care providers throughout the state to screen, identify, treat and refer domestic violence victims, and establish domestic violence programs or specially trained personnel in every hospital and clinic.  Also train social services personnel in every jurisdiction.

# 
Train law enforcement officers, state’s attorneys, victim assistants, judges, court commissioners, court clerks, mediators, and parole and probation personnel in every jurisdiction to respond appropriately to victims and abusers and ensure that these professionals are also culturally competent and bi-lingual where necessary. 

Social Change:  Education and Outreach

Crimes involving violence between intimate partners remains grossly underreported, with the vast majority of violence against women not being reported to the police.  Within underserved populations, additional obstacles may include a lack of specialized services, language barriers, fear of deportation, mobility restrictions, and transportation in rural areas.  Male victims may feel an additional stigma and also find specific services lacking. 

# 
Expand community outreach to underserved populations, including immigrants, people with limited English proficiency, older adults, people with disabilities, teens, persons in same-sex relationships, people living in rural areas, people living in military communities, and male victims.

# 
Expand outreach to the general public to increase awareness, to engage men and boys in the effort to address domestic violence, and to change the socio-cultural messages that perpetuate violence.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

6911 Laurel Bowie Road, Suite 309  •  Bowie, MD 20715

Tel: 301-352-4574  •  Fax: 301-809-0422  •  E-mail: info@mnadv.org  •  Website: www.mnadv.org
�





