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Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence 

Wins Celebrating Solutions Award
Lethality Assessment Program-Maryland Model                                               Recognized by the Mary Byron Project
Bowie, MD—The Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence’s (MNADV) Lethality Assessment Program-Maryland Model (LAP) was selected as one of four 2010 national recipients of the prestigious Celebrating Solutions Award given annually by the Mary Byron Project.  Marcia Roth, Executive Director of the Project, lauded the LAP for its outstanding work.  “We received almost 300 applications throughout the United States.  Our national review team felt that Maryland’s program shows promise in moving beyond crisis management to provide answers every community should use in ending the epidemic crime of domestic violence.  It is an outstanding organization and program.”
The Mary Byron Project created the Celebrating Solutions Awards to showcase and applaud local innovations that demonstrate promise in breaking the cycle of violence. They select programs that can serve as models for the nation and offer $10,000 cash awards in recognition of their pioneering efforts. 
The Mary Byron Project was established in 2000 in memory of the young woman whose tragic murder led to the creation of automated crime victim notification technologies. As a nationally recognized thought leader on domestic violence, the Mary Byron Project cultivates and supports efforts that extend beyond crisis management to attack the root causes of this epidemic and help build safer, healthier communities.

“We are deeply honored to have had the LAP showcased as an innovative model for the nation,” said Michaele Cohen, MNADV’s Executive Director.  “It’s an easy and effective program that identifies victims of domestic violence who are at risk of being seriously injured or killed by their intimate partners and immediately connects them to the domestic violence service provider in their area.  The goal of the LAP is to prevent fatalities by increasing the number of victims that access and use domestic violence program services.” 
The Lethality Assessment Program-Maryland Model has grown from one participating law enforcement agency and domestic violence service provider in October 2005 to 106 law enforcement programs and 20 domestic violence service providers statewide. Jurisdictions in 11 other states around the country have implemented the LAP. 
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The LAP is a dynamic initiative that can be used by a diversity of community professionals.  It brings together community service providers in all disciplines as empowered partners with the collective goal of keeping victims alive.  The Celebrating Solutions Award highlights the LAP’s simplicity and effectiveness in addressing the nation’s pressing concerns regarding the high incidence of domestic violence fatalities.  For more information about the Mary Byron Project and the Celebrating Solutions Awards, visit www.marybyronproject.org. 
###
The Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence (MNADV) has been working since 1980 to eliminate domestic violence in Maryland through education, training, and advocacy. As Maryland’s state coalition, the Network works together with local domestic violence programs as well as criminal justice and law enforcement personnel, legal advocates, health care and social service providers, clergy, educators, businesses, community groups, and concerned individuals to promote a coordinated community response to end domestic violence. For further information, contact the MNADV at                                       301-352-4574 or info@mnadv.org, or visit www.mnadv.org.
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